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in the Army and since deathless in Dumas's fiction,
responded instantly. There was no time to go through the
zigzags cf the communication trenches. De Fariaux was
already in the half-moon. Monmouth, fleet of foot, led
straight for the struggle across the top of the ground. With
him came Churchill, twelve Life Guardsmen, and a handful
of Englishmen of quality, with some valiant pages and ser-
vants. They reached the half-moon from an unexpected
direction at the moment when the fighting was at its height.
D'Artagnan and his musketeers joined them. The Life
Guards threw away their carbines (twelve were subsequently
reissued from the English ordnance stores) and drew their
swords. Monmouth, Churchill, and d'Artagnan forced their
way in. Here Lord Alington's letter to Lord Arlington *
will best carry on the account.
After the Duke had put on his arms, we went not out at the
ordinary place, but leapt over the banke of the Trenches, in the
face of our Enemy. Those that hapned to be with the Duke
were Mr Charles Obrien, Mr Villars,2 Lord Rockingham's two
sons, and Capt. Watson their kinsman, Sir Tho. Armstrong,
Capt. Churchille, Capt. Godfrey, Mr Roe and myselfe, with the
Duke's two Pages and three or four more of his servants, thus
we marcht with our swords in our hands to a baricade of the
Enemys, where only one man could passe att a time. There was
Monsieur Artaignan with his musketeers who did very bravely.
This Gentleman was one of the greatest reputation in the Army,
he would have perswadedtheDukenotto have past that place, but
that beeing not to be done, this Gentleman would goe along with
him, but in passing that narrow place was kilTd with a shot through
his head, upon wch the Duke and we past where Mr O'Brien had
a shot through his leages. The souldiers att this tooke heart the
Duke twice leading them on with Great Courage; when his
Grace found the enemy being to retire, he was prevailed with to
retire to the Trenche, the better to give his Cotnands as there should
be occasion. Then he sent Mr Villars to the King for 500 fresh
1 S.P., 78/137, f. 142. Confusion between AHngton and Arlington has led to error
in many books.
a Or Villiers, son of Lord Grandison. Several writers confuse him at this point
with Louis Hector de Villars, afterwards the famous French Marshal, who fougat
in a different part of the same attack.
G                                                                            97